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Watching automatons in
motion, the most luxurious

playthings imaginable, is as
fascinating today as it must have
been during the late 19th century.
Certainly the audience at
Theriault’s recent auction in
Morristown, NJ enjoyed seeing the
many rare examples set in motion
by the automaton experts from the
Morris Museum, the site of the
newly opened Guinness Collection
of Automata and Mechanical
Music.    

Our favorite was the “Levitator”
by Phalibois, c. 1910, only one of
three examples known. Collectors
from three continents battled until
it reached its final price of $220,000.
Other highlights included the
Japanese Lady Mask Seller by
Vichy which brought $140,000 and
the Charmeuse de Serpent by
Roullet et Decamps which also sold
for $140,000. The handsome Buffalo
Bill by Vichy brought $60,000.

Auction Gallery

The Levitator by Phalibois,
39” h x 60” w x 25” d, c. 1910,
sold for $220,000.

Femme Velocipede by Vichy in large
deluxe size, 18”, $19,500.

Vichy’s
elegant
bisque lady
with
lorgnette
and fan, 21
inches, sold
for $21,000.

Glass-eyed Kestner 206, 18”,
$10,250 and glass-eyed 546 by
Kley and Hahn, $4,750.

A lovely bebe Triste by Jumeau, 26” tall,
selling for $25,000, admires an all-original
automaton by Lambert with bisque head by
Jumeau that brought
$8,500.  Another 
example of the Triste 
realized $24,000.
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Lady Mask Seller
by Vichy, 43” tall,
$140,000.

Elegant lady harpist attributed
to Theroude, 19”, $21,000.

This unique Smiling
Bru poupee with a Bru
kid bebe body was
commissioned and
costumed to
commemorate the
1895 society
wedding of
Consuelo
Vanderbilt to the
Duke of Marlborough, 21”,
all original, $15,000.

The sale also offered some lovely
French and German bisque dolls;
two examples of the Jumeau Triste
sold for $24,000 and $25,000 a Bebe
Brevete by Bru brought $33,000 and
Kestner’s glass eyed 206 sold for
$10,250. For more information visit
www.theriaults.com
Prices do not include buyer ’s premium.

The Snake
Charmer by
Roullet de
Decamps, early
20th century,
$140,000 Buffalo Bill by

Vichy, 28” tall,
realized $60,000.

French bisque automaton
“Ballerina and Two Black
Musicians, 22”, $45,000.

    




