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Early in the 20th century, the noble Spanish family of Bustios emigrated 
from their family home to the mountain town of Puno in Peru, bringing 

with them family treasures, furnishings, and everyday objects of daily life 
including several trunks of dolls and toys for the children of the family. 
Perhaps because of the novelty of the new surroundings and the delicious 
choices of different ways of life, the trunks were never opened, the dolls and 
toys remaining packed away, unplayed with and perfectly preserved.

Among the many wonderful dolls was one particular treasure. A doll of 
which only two or three others are known to exist. It is the model 104 from 
Kammer and Reinhardt’s art reform character series, and it is preserved in 
impeccable condition including its original wig and costume. 

That doll will take center stage at Theriault’s premiere 2013 auction on 
the weekend of January 11-13. 

The art character series of dolls by Kammer and Reinhardt have long 
been considered keynote in the history of dolls, both for their rarity and 
their artistry. Yet not until 1987, nearly 80 years after their creation, was 
the complete story of these dolls known, thanks to the tireless research of 
German scholars, Marianne and Jurgen Cieslik. Who sculpted the dolls? 
Who was the model?

The fi rst clue appeared in memoirs of Franz Reinhardt who said that 
in their quest to create this new type of realistic doll “we contacted a Berlin 
artist who had been recommended to us”. No mention was made of the artist’s 
name. Then, years later, another clue appearing in a German newspaper 
article of 1928 which dealt with the Walterhausen doll industry said “the 
fi rst dolls of this type were created based on the head of a baby modeled from 
nature by Professor Lewin-Funcke”. (Note: K*R 100 model). Based on this 
long-hidden clue, the Cieslik’s tracked down the family of Lewin-Funcke 
and uncovered still more interesting facts and documents, including 

Important Discovery of K*R 104 to be Auctioned by 
Theriault’s on January 10, 2013 by Florence Theriault

K*R 104 art character 
boy being auctioned 
by Theriault’s on 
January 10, 2012 
showing his original 
exhibition costume 
which is impeccably 
preserved. 

An original 
photograph of the 
K*R 104 model from 
an early catalog, 
showing the doll 
in muslin chemise 
as it was presented 
(courtesy of Cieslik 
archives).
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Marianne and Jurgen Cieslik tracked down clues, fi nally providing 
the full and fascinating answer to the mystery in their journal, 

Cieslik’s Puppermagazin, 1987 (reprinted in English in German Doll 
Studies, Gold Horse Publishing, 1999

important information regarding which 
models he sculpted and who served as 
the model. 

They learned that the model for the 104 
was Karin Lewin-Funcke, the daughter 
of the sculptor. An old handwritten note 
from K*R notes: 

103: Girl “serious”/58 cm.
104: Girl “laughing”/no height given
105: Girl “friendly”. 50 and 58 cm. 
The “girl” refers to Karin, although the 

models were designed to be presented 
as either boy or girl, just like the popular 
101 model (Peter or Marie) and 114 model 
(Hans or Gretchen). 

Arthur Lewin-Funcke, born in 1866 
near Dresden, was early apprenticed to a 
Dresden ivory sculptor, but by the age of 18 he had moved to Berlin 
to attend an art school and later the Royal Academy of Fine Arts. In 
the fi nal years of the 19th century he studied in Paris and Rome, and 
then returned to Berlin where he founded a free workshop studio for 
aspiring artists. (An interesting side note: the master workshop for 
sculptors in his studio was conducted by Max Kruse, husband of Kathe 
Kruse). Lewin-Funcke’s works centered on themes of woman and 
children, as well as an important group of sculptures of blind people of 
which he said “Only after having been in contact with blind people, I learned 
to see more deeply...” His works can be seen in the Metropolitan Museum 
in New York, in the National Gallery in Berlin, King Albert Museum, 
Botanical Gardens in Berlin, Erfurt and Frankfurt/Main and in various 
city museums, railway stations, and churches. 

Because of his standing in the art world, the sculptor did not want his 
name connected with a commercial enterprise, i.e. doll making, and it 
became part of the contract with Franz Reinhardt that his name would 
never be revealed. He went to his grave in 1937 with the secret intact. 

As for the dolls themselves, they were, for the most part, a 
commercial failure. Marianne Cieslik, currently at work on a new 
edition of German Doll Encyclopedia, noted in an email “None of the three 
models of Karin [103, 104, 105] were a success at that time and only some were 
used in the big shops in Berlin for decoration. In articles in toy magazines you 
can read that hundreds of the heads were smashed because of overstock. When 
you compare the many different heights of the big sellers – 100, 101, 109, 112, 
and 114 – all other K*R characters were an experiment only”.

And the word experiment for today’s collector translates to rarity. It 
is a most felicitous circumstance to fi nd this art doll at all, and to fi nd it 
in such impeccable original condition is unparalleled.

The K*R 104 character is one of 800 rare antique dolls to be sold during the 
January weekend. All of the dolls can be view at www.theriaults.com or a two-
volume 300 page full-color catalog can be ordered by calling 800-638-0422 or 
at the website.

Professor Lewin-Funcke at 
work in his studio, circa 1910.

Auction Team Breker’s 700-lot sale on 24 
November included a delightful selection of 

French automata, alongside antique toys, Christmas 
items, musical boxes and the world’s fi rst Apple 
computer which sold for a world record of  $640,000! 

Of the thirty-six automata, those in their original 
costumes performed particularly well. Examples 
were the rare Vichy “Acrobat on Stilts” $60,700  and 
a charming “Déjeuner du Chat” a classic Jumeau doll 
feeding her pet kitten accompanied by ‘mewing’ 
sound effects, which sold  for $20,800.

Arare Halopeau Arare Halopeau Amarked “1H” with Amarked “1H” with A
blue paperweight eyes, 
straight wrist, eight 
ball body, original pate 
and skin wig, 42 cm., 
sold for approximately 
$39,000 during the 
Chartre December 1 
and 2 auction.
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