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Famous early doll collections
exist for us through oral
legend or references in old
doll books. The whereabouts
of some of these collections
is known today, but as for the
rest, the question remains 
“whatever became of...?”

here are luminaries in the today’s doll world whose
collections are whispered about in hushed,
reverential tones. When some of these landmark

collections later come to auction, doll lovers will throng to their
exhibition, eager to experience the totality of the collector’s
vision. If commemorative catalogs of the collection are created,
that vision will, fortunately, be preserved, a testament to the
collector’s dream. Recent examples have been the collections of
Lucy Morgan, Mildred Seeley and Christian Bailly. 

But what about yesterday’s collectors? Do not imagine that
adult doll collecting is a new phenomenon. There are references
to doll collections among European royalty dating back to the
1700’s. There are the famous court dolls of Paris, gleefully
played with by erstwhile collectors, acting out the antics of
courtly behavior and misbehavior. There is the childhood
collection of Queen Victoria, and there was the collection of
dolls and puppets owned by the 19th century French author
Georges Sands, and often referred to in her autobiography. Doll
collecting by adults is, indeed, not a new story at all. And so the
question arises: where are these early collections? Whatever
became of…?

Above: Four train cars were needed to transport the doll collection of
Queen Elisabeth of Romania (known as Carmen Sylva) as the dolls
were sent on display around Germany for a charity benefit. Perhaps the
collection lies intact in an unknown location today.

Left: Collectors will be delighted to find the whereabouts of this fine
early wooden doll that was featured on the cover of the 1967 Book of
Dolls and Doll Houses. A prize doll of the Estrid Faurholt collection, it
has been on display at the LEGO Foundation Museum of Antique Dolls
and Toys and will be auctioned by Theriault’s on May 20, 2006.
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The pair of French automata, in original costumes, appeared in the Faurholt Book of Dolls and
Dollhouses and then re-appeared in the Danish Museum of Antique Dolls and Toys.

The model is rarely seen. The early porcelain doll has a blue sculpted bonnet with yellow bow
and painted flowers. It belonged to the early Danish collector, Estrid Faurholt, and then “lived”
for the past half century in the famous doll museum in Billund, Denmark.

Whatever became of the collection of
Henri Rene d’Allemagne? The noted
French historian of the late 19th century
published a two-volume book, La Maison
d’une Vieux Collectioneur, with sepia
photographs of thousands of objects that
he collected, notable among these being
his collection of dolls and miniatures. In
1904 he published a history of French toys
and became a crusader for the founding of
a national French museum of toys and
dolls. It would be a dream for today’s
collectors to find even one of the rare dolls
that he owned. A small part of his
collection was sold at the Paris auction
house, Drouot, in 1953, but whatever
became of his dolls? 

The fate of the candy box collection,
some in doll form, of the Marquis de
Thuisy is also known, but not the specific
destination of each. The group, described
as “the finest collection in existence, a work of
noble taste and pure love” was sold at
auction 1909 for record prices. Where are
they today? Perhaps you might own one
and not even know. 

What about the collection of Robert
Forrer? Who, you say? Nothing is known of
him except this slight reference in Max Von
Boehn’s book, Dolls and Puppets: “the Amis
des Arts got up in 1926, in the once more
alienated Strasbourg, an Exposition des Jouets
Ancien which showed much that was lovely,
mainly from the collection of Robert Forrer.”
There is no further mention of Forrer, the
specific dolls in his collection or its fate. 

There was also the collection of
Madame Martin-Guelliot who exhibited
more than 800 dolls from her private
collection at the Musee Galliera in Paris in
1909 and 1913. After the exhibition, the
dolls were presumably returned to that
collector, but where are they today? 

And there was the collection of Marie
Koenig, a school administrator in Paris,
who gathered over 700 dolls in original
costumes of France and other countries,
and exhibited them at various international
expositions including the Chicago
Columbian Exposition of 1893, and the 1900
Paris International Exposition where they
won a gold medal. Whatever became of the
Koenig collection? In this case, today’s
collectors are lucky to know the answer. “In
researching my book ‘French Dolls in Folklore
Costume’ I came across references to the Koenig
Collection. But no one in the antique doll world
in France knew where the collection might be or
had even heard of it. We knocked on the door of
the old Musee Pedagogique at 41 rue Guy-
Lassac in Paris, where Marie Koenig had
worked nearly a century before, with hopes that
perhaps the dolls were still housed there in some
forgotten garret room. No, of course not, but
plenty of blank looks greeted our questions.
Then a chance remark led us to the Musee
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She was “born” in Germany about 1870, and at some point in her life she
went to live in Denmark in the famous collection of Estrid Faurholt. But
“whatever happened to…” this rare Simon and Halbig lady doll then?
Collectors need wonder no more. She was acquired by the Christiansen
family for their Museum of Antique Dolls and Toys in Billund, Denmark.
The famous Museum has now been closed and will be the first important
museum of antique dolls and toys to be auctioned in America. Her next
stop is Las Vegas on May 20, 2006, and then on to her new life. 

The exquisite French poupee is wearing her entirely original costume
including parasol and bonnet, but her shoes were borrowed from an
earlier period, having the inscription “Tante Elise Sept. 1852” hand-
lettered on them. So her early history is a mystery, but we know
“whatever happened to…” the grand 22” lady after 1950’s. She was first
acquired by Estrid Faurholt of Denmark who wrote about the doll in her
pioneer book, and later appeared in the Museum of Antique Dolls and
Toys in Billund, Denmark where she has lived until this day. 

In her pioneer book Estrid Faurholt described the elaborate jewelry
(triple earrings, dog collar necklace and hair clasp) of this rare 19th
century paper mache doll, causing collectors to savor over the doll. But
“whatever happened to…”  In this case, collectors are privileged to trace
its history for it was acquired by the LEGO Foundation Museum of
Antique Dolls and Toys where it has been on display for nearly 40 years.

Nationale de Arts et Traditions Populaire where we were passed from
department to department until, voila, we found the right person and the
right person led us to the collection, hidden deep in the innards of the
museum, and pretty much disregarded, but intact, entire, and perfectly
preserved including the heavy leather bound album archive with Koenig’s
original photographs of each of her dolls”, I wrote in a previous article
about this collection. 

Early collections were not limited to France.  At the end of the
19th century, Queen Elisabeth of Romania, also known by her
pseudonym Carmen Silva, was a passionate doll collector. To
raise funds for charity, her doll collection was shown in
important cities throughout Germany. So extensive was this
collection that four train cars were required simply to transport
the dolls! The story of this collection is told in German Doll
Studies by Jurgen and Marianne Cieslik who conclude with the
sentence “where the dolls ended up has never been established.” 

If some early collections are known to us today because of
their presence in exhibitions, others are famous for their
appearance in books. The collection of American Laura Starr was
written about in The Delineator in 1901 and by herself in her 1908
The Doll Book which contained many illustrations of her dolls.
Another American collector was Mary E. Lewis, founder of the
National Doll & Toy Collectors Club in 1936 whose collection of
bride dolls was shown in her 1947 book, The Marriage of Diamonds
and Dolls. Where are these collections today? 

Collectors are blessed when the question “whatever happened
to…?” is answered.  So it is with the American collection of New
Englander Elizabeth Richards Horton who collected 800 dolls
during her adulthood in the 1890’s; those dolls today form the
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Above: Still more dolls as exhibited from the Queen
Elisabeth collection of the late 1900’s. Their
whereabouts is unknown today.

Right: Until her trip to America to appear in Las Vegas
at the auction of the Museum of Antique Dolls and
Toys of LEGO Foundation, the fine lady doll has never
left her native Denmark. She is wearing her original
folklore costume of the little island of Amager, outside
of Copenhagen, and she was an important fixture in
the collection of Estrid Faurholt of Denmark, featured
in her 1967 Book of Dolls and Doll Houses. Later the doll
went to live nearby at the Museum of Antique Dolls
and Toys in Billund, Denmark. 

nucleus of the collection of the Wenham
Museum in Massachusetts. The famous doll and
automata collection of Frenchwoman Madame
de Galea was acquired by the principality of
Monaco and today is known as the Doll
Museum of Monaco. And the legendary
collector, Margaret Woodbury Strong, should
always be remembered; today we tend to think
of The Strong Museum as an institution, but
older collectors still relish memories of the
formidable collector herself who held reign at
“open house” buying sessions where sellers
waited in line for hours to show their wares to
her, or who would sweep into a doll show and
immediately point, saying “I’ll take that”,
meaning the entire booth, rather than one doll.
How lucky we are to know the location of that
collection, beautifully preserved and available to
view by today’s collectors. 
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From the original collection of Estrid Faurholt of Denmark, the early
wooden doll was acquired by the Christiansen family and exhibited at the
LEGO Foundation Museum of Antique Dolls and Toys in Denmark.

When the 19th century KPM porcelain lady with brown hair comes
to America in May, 2006 to find a new home, it is likely the first time
she has ever made the Atlantic crossing. Although the story of her
early years is unknown, she came to live at the home of Estrid
Faurholt, the pioneer Danish doll collector, during the 1950’s, and
then later “resided” at the Museum of Antique Dolls and Toys in
Billund, Denmark until today.

When Estrid Faurholt showed the early leather Martinique doll in
her 1967 book, she mentioned another example in the Louvre.
Presumably, the doll in the Louvre is still there, and now we know
“whatever happened to…” the Faurholt doll. It has been on display
in the Museum of Antique Dolls and Toys in Billund, Denmark.

And there was the collection of Estrid Faurholt of Copenhagen,
Denmark whose landmark collection was made famous in the 1967
volume, A Book of Dolls and Doll Houses, which she co-authored.
Faurholt lamented the loneliness of being one of the few doll
collectors in Denmark, but also celebrated the benefit this gave her
of being able to find remarkable dolls from original owners in
pristine condition. In her book she shows dolls that prove her
pleasure, dolls that today’s collectors would dream to own or
simply to see, including an unrivaled group of porcelain dolls by
Royal Copenhagen. It was, actually, Estrid Faurholt, whose research
with the Royal Copenhagen manufactory, led to the documentation
of these exceptionally rare dolls. But these dolls were collected
nearly a half century ago – so where are they today? In this case,
happily, the path of the Faurholt collection is also known: they were
acquired by the Legoland Museum of Antique Dolls and Toys in
Denmark where they have been prominently on display for several
decades. Today’s collectors are doubly lucky in this case, as the

A vintage
photograph
showing some
of the 800 dolls
from the private
collection of
Madame
Martin-Guelliot,
displayed at the
Paris Musee
Galliera in 1909
and 1913.
Where are they
today?
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Dolls and miniature furniture from the private collection of French toy
history, Henri Rene d’Allemagne, as photographed in his 1904 two-
volume book, The  Home of an Old Collector. Many of these were sold in
an auction at the Paris Drouot in 1953, but they whereabouts today is
largely unknown.

The baby never really disappeared after appearing in the pages of
Faurholt’s Book of Dolls and Dollhouses. Indeed, he’s been sleeping in
Denmark, because the Faurholt Collection whose whereabouts have
been a mystery to most collectors, was acquired nearly 50 years ago by
the LEGO Foundation of Antique Dolls and Toys in Billund, Denmark.

Collectors who have
wondered “whatever
happened to…?” this
diminutive Meissen
porcelain lady, or have seen
it in this book and longed
to own it, will be doubly
satisfied when they learn
that it was acquired by the
Christiansen family of
Denmark for their LEGO
Foundation Museum of
Antique Dolls and Toys,
where it was displayed for
nearly a half century, and
now has made its way to
America where it will be
auctioned by Theriault’s on
May 20, 2006.

It is particularly delightful
to find the path of exquisite
tiny treasures that could so
easily have lost their
provenance over the years.
The wonderful wax
shoulder head portrait doll
came from the Estrid
Faurholt collection to the
Museum of Antique Dolls
and Toys in Denmark. 

dolls from the Faurholt collection can be seen and bid when
Theriault’s presents the Legoland Museum of Antique Dolls
and Toys at auction on May 19-21, 2006. A two-volume
commemorative catalog of these dolls is also available.

How thrilling to consider that a doll you own today may
once have been in the hands of Queen Elisabeth of Romania
or featured in the book by Mary E. Lewis, or made its long
laborious way from the early collection of Estrid Faurholt to
the Legoland Museum of Antique Dolls and Toys and, later,
perhaps to you. If it is true that much of the magic of
collecting is curiosity, then what could be more thrilling than
following the path of early doll collections and learning the
answers to “whatever became of…?” 


