
Auction Gallery

Unusual, seldom seen pieces caused prices 
to skyrocket at the Theriault sale of the 

Spielzeugmuseum of Davos, Switzerland. Originality 
and condition were the guiding forces behind 
Angela Prader’s passion. She diligently put together 
a fascinating collection of dolls and toys, each item 
superbly representative of its genre. Over 600 lots, the 
eleven-hour auction received widespread interest from 
other museums, European and American collectors 
making the July 22nd sale in New Orleans a record-
breaking event. Prices do not include buyer’s premium.

Theriault’s Auction of 
the Spielzeugmuseum of 
Davos, Switzerland

An 8 inch German papier 
mache lady head with 
elaborate coiffure, c. 1830, 
sold for $11,500.

A 14 inch 
all original 
Schoenhut 
doll with 
original 
display box, 
$7,000. 

Amazing for its 
completeness 
and condition, 
this rare school 
set by Steiff, c. 
1910, brought 
$50,000. Each 
doll still retained 
its button in the 
ear. Only forty-
fi ve sets were 
made.

The centerpiece of the Davos museum was this poupee, 17 inches, 
known as Victoria, with a perfectly preserved all original trousseau. 
The doll has a rare Clement body. It brought $55,000.

A German 
character lad by 
Schuetzmeister 
and Quendt 
tending a 25 
inch nodding 
papier mache 
cow bedecked 
with fl owers 
and a crown 
in honor of a 
spring time 
Swiss festival, 
sold for $5600.

An all metal 
jointed giraffe 
by the Swiss 
company 
Bucherer, 
c. 1925, $4,200.

Formerly in the Bodmer collection, this 
rare and very early group of 5 inch carved 
wooden dolls with their original costumes 
sold for $7,000.

The 14 inch Lenci 
hockey player. 
C. 1936, all original, 
brought $6,000.

This very early, all 
original  French 
cloth taufl ing, with 
a date of 1785, 
realized  $13,000.

This 18 inch German tin 
stove by Bing with 
original copper 
utensils, all complete, 
brought $12,000.
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The excitement continued on Sunday, 
July 23 in New Orleans as Theriault’s 

sold the museum collection of Judene 
Hansen, along with a private collection 
of googlies and selections from numerous 
other fi ne collections in their sale entitled 
“Upon Arriving Home.”  Surprising many 
people was the high lot of the auction, a 
set of six spectacular Madame Alexander 
portrait dolls made in 1951. Only a very 
limited number were ever produced, their 
extraordinarily lavish costumes and hand 
painting driving the bidding to $88,000. 
Another high point was the rare Lenci 
equestrienne in pristine condition 
which brought $27,000. For 
additional prices visit Theriaults.
com and click on Proxibid. Prices 
do not include buyer’s premium. 

Theriault’s Day Two

In the same condition 
as the day it was 
made, this 17-inch, 
circa 1930 Lenci from 
the company’s sport 
series, in the original 
box, all complete 
down to her silver 
spurs, sold for 
$27,000.

Commanding top price at $88,000 was this extremely rare 
set, always together, of Madame Alexander hard plastic 
dolls known as the “mystery portrait dolls.” Made in 1951, 
Madame Alexander received the Fashion Academy Gold 
Medal for her designs.

A seldom seen 
bisque bebe by 
Huret with gutta 
percha body and 
bisque hands, 
wearing the 
original costume 
with signed Huret 
boots, with an 
early, possibly 
original box, 
brought $42,000.

Gerald Nelson, 
Theriault’s 
photographer, 
holds the 
rare brown 
complexioned 
Jules Steiner, 
22 inches, in 
the original 
opera costume, 
$39,000.

Adorable pair 
of German 
composition 
googlies with 
mechanical 
fl irty eyes, 
23 inches 
tall, c. 1915, 
$9,000.

29-inch Jumeau 
Triste, signed Paris 
Depose shoes, 
c. 1880, $17,000.

A table full of googlies! Standing on the drum, a 
painted eye googly, 8590, by Gebruder Heubach, 
16 inches, $9,000. To its left, an extremely rare 
208 Kestner with glass eyes, 19 inches, $25,000. 
The little fellow in the straw hat, model 318 by 
Heubach Kopplesdorf for Albin Hess, $5,000.

In a grand size, 
this 30-inch bebe 
Bru Jne, wearing 
signed Bru Jne 
shoes, realized 
$34,000.

Simon Halbig’s 1388 
lady, 23 inches, 
wearing the original 
costume, $19,000.

From the earliest E. J. period, 
this 22-inch model, c. 1880, 
realized $9,500.
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