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PREVIEW:
The Extraordinary Fashionable Paper
Doll Collection of the late Shirley
Fischer of Ohio to Auctioned by
Theriault’s on November 12 in
Morristown, New Jersey
“Learn through play” was an axiom of the 18th and 19th

centuries, from dolls to toys to games, and, yes, even
paper dolls. Some might say, especially paper dolls. Through
gentle handling of these fragile and precious little bits of paper
children learned about art, about history, about social propriety.
And they learned about fashion.

For today’s doll collectors, the study of historic fashion
through paper dolls is especially gainful. Choosing a costume
of the proper style, colors and trim can be accomplished by
observing the costumes that appeared on paper dolls of a
particular era. In some cases this is deliberate:  Fr ench, English
and American fashion magazines of the mid-19th century used
paper dolls to introduce the new styles of the season. Earlier,
boxed sets of extraordinary paper dolls featured accurate
gowns, bonnets, coats, even wedding attire, that reflected a
very specific time or specific event of social history. 

Shown here are only ten of the superb boxed sets of paper
dolls from the early to mid 19th century. There are more than
500 other sets of paper dolls including Fr ench, German, English
and American works, as well as rare early handmade paper
dolls. The paper dolls date from late 18th century to early 
20th century. A full color catalog is available for $45 or a fr ee
color brochure may be requested. The auction will be held at
the Hyatt Hotel in Morristown, New Jersey on Sunday,
November 12, 2006, following an auction of fine antique dolls
and automata on Saturday, November 11. For more information
visit www.theriaults.com, call 800-638-0422 or email
info@theriaults.com.

“The Season of the Crinoline, a new and rich doll” was sur ely intended to
depict the fashionable hoop style of the 1860’s. Printed in Germany, the
boxed set features an 8-1/2” lady with eight gowns and six bonnets. Four
of the gowns are unusual in having fashionable children attached, and one
features a boy and girl holding the boxed set of paper dolls that they ar e
urging Mama to play. 

“Le Petit Costumier” is a delightful boxed set of paper dolls of special
interest to French doll collectors. The 4-1/2” paper doll is designed to be
costumed as either a boy or girl. The boy’ s costumes include the popular
Harlequin and Polichinelle, while the girl’s three costumes include a gown
in front of which she is holding two early dolls. Fr ench, circa 1850. 

An intriguing paper doll set published in England in the 1850s by 
R. Ackerman of Regent Street is titled “La Poupee Modele”. It featur es an 
8” double-sided doll with six stylish double-sided gowns and two bonnets. 

“Belinda at her Toilet” is of special interest to doll collectors as it features an
actual small wooden psyche mirror. Petite Belinda, just 4” tall, poses upon
her accompanying wooden stand in front of the mirror as she admires herself
in any one of eight costumes, three hats and a shawl. English, circa 1840, the
doll is preserved in its original maple wood box with an engraving of a lady
posing in front of the same mirror.
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The extraordinary Italian ballerina of the romantic era, Marie Taglioni, took
Paris by storm in the mid-19th century. This exceptional paper doll was
created of her, with costumes from eight of her famous ballerinas. Each
costume is two-sided, with hand-colored decoration, and the set is presented
in a beautifully decorated original box. Circa 1835. 

“La Coquette”, the bride and her trousseau, published in Paris about 1860,
depicts fashionable attire of the era. Each costume is double-sided, fitting
over the doll figure, and providing the child (or today’s collector!) a detailed
perspective on design and ornamentation. The set is pr esented in its original
box showing the bride at her dressing table, and, amusingly, a little paper
doll bride standing on the dressing table. 

An exquisite set of overlay hand-colored paper dolls features the milliner’s art
from provincial France as well as Paris. Each plate is identified by year (1816-
1826) or region or style, and all are preserved in a beautiful miniature folio. 

An elegantly garbed lady is seated in her couturier ’s salon being shown
fabrics and styles of the season, as depicted in the engraving on the lid of
this paper doll box. Inside the box, the 5” paper doll has a selection of 8
double-sided costumes and bonnets to choose. French, “L’Ecole des Modes”,
circa 1860. 

A delicately rendered early set, published by Stahl of Germany in 1790
features a lady and gentleman of Nuremberg, each with an array of
costumes for various occupations. The dolls are most unusual, being in
profile, and allowing today’s observer to see that proper drape of the
costume from a side perspective. 
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The very rare
Protean Figure
with
metamorphic
costumes, 
hand-colored, is
in its original box
with complete set
of 11 different
costumes,
directions, and
folios. Circa 1811,
S&J, Fuller,
England.




