
A French art doll portraying an adult lady whose 
face is hauntingly evocative and who is wearing an 
original Red Cross nursing uniform of WWI is the 
opening lot at Theriault’s July 22 auction. The 
22” doll, created during the movement known 
as the Renaissance of the French Doll in which 
French doll makers strove to reinvigorate their 
ailing doll industry with new artistic models, 
is aptly symbolic of the heroic efforts of 
the American Red Cross nurse during that 
terrible war. Her angular face appears 
compassionate yet with strong lines, and 
is painted with exceptional artistry as 
she appears to gaze steadfastly into the 
future.

It is little recognized today that by the 
time the United States entered WWI 
in 1917, the nurses of the American 
Red Cross had already been serving in 
French and English base hospitals for 

three years. By 1917, there were 1000 
Red Cross nurses already stationed at the 

hospitals and aboard the SS Red Cross ship, 
better known as The Mercy Ship. The number 

rose to more than 10,000 after 1917, many serving 
near the Western Front, at hospitals, encampments and 
actual front lines.  

To aid the American Red Cross in their recruitment of 
nurses, a series of posters were created. While the posters 
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assuredly 
glamorized 
the job, they 
also served 
to impress 
young women 
with the 
importance 
of the work. 
Posters both 
tugged upon 
heart strings and also scolded those who stood 
back from duty. Noted illustrators of the era were 
chosen for the artwork including Carl Rakeman, 
Gordon Grant, and the most famous, Harrison 
Fisher, whose drawings of stylish women had 
already been gracing magazine covers for more 
than a decade, and whose most famous Red Cross 
poster lady bears a striking resemblance to this 
particular doll. 

This doll was once owned by Charlotte Janes 
Garrison who earned her American Red Cross 
Nursing Service certificate in 1917 (included with 
the doll). The doll, which may have been given to 
Charlotte to commemorate her graduation, wears 
its original Red Cross uniform including the cape. 
Attached to the cape is a Red Cross pin with a 
1921 date  which was the 40th anniversary of the 
American Red Cross founded by Clara Barton. The 
personal history of the doll from 1917 until 1981 
is not documented, although it was surely in the 
possession of Charlotte Janes Garrison or her family 
until eventually was acquired by Mary Lou Rubright 
at a Theriault’s auction in 1981. The doll has been in 
Mary Lou Rubright’s care since that time. x

1918 poster by Gordon 
Grant depicting a Red 
Cross nurse (“The 
Comforter”) holding an 
infant and aiding a woman 
at the site of war ruins.

1917 recruitment poster by 
Carl Rakeman. 

The Red Cross Christmas 
Roll Call poster drawn by 

Harrison Fisher which bears 
a resemblance to this doll 
in her strong features and 

solemn expression.

Graduation 
nursing 
certificate 
earned by 
Charlotte 
Janes 
Garrison in 
1917 which 
has been 
preserved 
with the doll. 

Red Cross nurses in France.
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