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belonging to the childhood of beloved 
Shirley Temple have been carefully 
preserved in special archives in her 
own home. “I’m saving history” must 
have been the thought of Shirley’s 
mother, Gertrude, and then, later, 
Shirley herself. This may well be the 
only collection of its kind in cinema 
history. Not re-assembled after the 
fact. But kept intact from day one. 
These costumes, dolls, accessories, 
letters, autographs, documents, even 
bits of trivia allow us to color in the 
details of a remarkable life, and a 
pivotal time in cinematic history. 

The doll collection, in particular, 
was a unique statement of the 
public’s love for Shirley Temple. What 

“Grumpy” appeared 
in the 1934 fi lm 
“Now and Forever” 
with Shirley Temple, 
as the hiding place 
for the stolen 
necklace. She was 
gifted the bear at the 
conclusion of the 
fi lm and kept it her 
entire life. 

Ideal’s 27” Shirley 
Temple in the 
luxurious “Little 
Colonel” costume 
is considered one 
of their rarest 
examples. 

An extraordinary 
group of eight 
mystery dolls 
by Madame 
Alexander, circa 
1934, with unique 
costumes of 
couturier quality 
created especially 
for these dolls 
and gifted to her, 
possibly by the 
Alexander fi rm. 

Standing 5’9” tall, the 
stunningly beautiful Iki-
Ningyo was gifted to Shirley 
Temple in 1935. Her head 
is of carved wood with 
exquisite detail of sculpting, 
and the inset human 
hair is ornamented with 
extraordinary hair jewelry.

The Griesbaum fi rm 
of Germany made 
these whistling 
wooden dolls under 
special commission 
from Bill “BoJangles” 
Robinson as his gift 
to Shirley Temple. 

Dancing around the 
Maypole are thirteen  
miniature Grodnertal 
dolls; the vignette is 
all original. 

Love, Shirley Temple 
Theriault’s July 14 in Kansas City, MO
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The earliest period of Monica 
dolls, having very distinctive 
original cloth body, is wearing 
a unique costume, possibly an 
exclusive presentation doll for 
Shirley Temple.

The Moravian 
community of 
North Carolina 
was the 
homeplace of this 
doll known as 
“Maggie-Bessie”; 
how it came to 
the childhood 
collection of 
Shirley Temple is 
a mystery.

A short time before he died, Johnny Gruelle sent this 
set of nine Raggedy Ann books to Shirley Temple, 
with an autographed message to her inside each 
one. “May you never have wrinkled knees” reads the 
inscription on The Camel with the Wrinkled Knees”. 
Shirley’s own early Raggedy Ann by Volland is the 
#1 lot of the auction. 

In 1924, the French fi rm of Raynal issued 
a set of eight dolls in folk costumes 
of regions of France. Shirley Temple’s 
collection includes six of this set. 

Shirley Temple 
named the doll 
“Susie Blockhead” 
and she carried 
her whenever she 
traveled, declaring 
there was no hair 
to worry about. 

The Merry 
Widow by Lenci 
with her glass 
googly eyes is 
one from the 
large collection 
of Lenci dolls 
owned by her 
and presented in 
the auction. 

little girl, the public felt, does not love dolls? So in their admiration 
for her, dolls were sent to her by the thousands. Some handmade, 
some by doll-making fi rms, some as luxury gifts from studio 
executives, many as birthday gifts. In her 1988 autobiography, 
Child Star, Shirley Temple wrote, that in 1934, Fox executives 
“publicly announced that I was starting a doll collection…From all over 
the-offi ce world a thousand dolls of every type and nationality fl ooded 
in.”  Of these dolls, young Shirley kept her favorites while the 
others were donated to orphanages and hospitals in her name. As 
time went on, an entire room in her home was dedicated to these 
favored dolls, with special cabinets and shelving, and throughout 
her life, the dolls remained under her care. 

The dolls seen here are from her collection, and are among the 
550 objects from her personal archives to be auctioned on Tuesday, 
July 14. The dolls will be on exhibit all day Monday, July 13. To see 
other dolls from this collection view the fold-out auction ad on the 
inside front cover.
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